
English Literature and Composition Advanced Placement Summer Work 

 (For students entering Grade 12) 

Part 1 Read Atonement by Ian McEwan  

ISBN-978-0385721790. (This text should be available through the Highland 

High School Library, the Los Angeles County Library, Amazon or Barnes & 

Noble.)  

Take thorough, comprehensive notes on the novel, using the English 

department’s guide for writing a dialectical journal. Use a composition 

journal or a spiral notebook and make sections that include the 

following:  short quotes, key details, character descriptions, major events 

(positive or negative) as well as a separate timeline. Create a study guide that 

includes: theme(s), characters, plot, setting, symbols, and all significant quotes 

related to all the aforementioned elements.  

 

Part 2 Read The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 

ISBN- 978-1594631931. (This text should be available through the Highland High 

School Library, the Los Angeles County Library, Amazon or Barnes & Noble.)  

Take thorough, comprehensive notes on the novel, using the English department’s 

guide for writing a dialectical journal. Use a composition journal or a spiral 

notebook and make sections that include the following: short quotes, key details, 

character descriptions, major events (positive or negative) as well as a separate 

timeline. Create a study guide that includes: theme(s), characters, plot, setting, 

symbols, and all significant quotes related to all the aforementioned elements.  

 

Part 3 - The Essay  

Compose a comparison/contrast structured literary analysis essay answering the following AP prompt in 

600-800 words. All essays must be typed (MLA format) and submitted to the instructor’s turnitin.com 

account in the first two days of school. Your journal is due on the first Friday of the semester.  

In many works of literature the idea of atonement—of making up for a self-serving, even iniquitous 

action, or redeeming a cowardly, indifferent inaction—contributes significantly to the author’s 

thematic purpose. Working with Atonement and The Kite Runner, illustrate the method or nature of 

that atonement, the degree to which it succeeds in redressing the character’s action or inaction, and 

the measure of closure it brings to the character’s conscience. In responding, be sure to show how 

this atonement relates to the meaning of both works as a whole.  

That's it!  Happy reading!  If you have any questions ask your English teacher or contact Mrs. 

Sachs in room 205 or at: rsachs@avhsd.org 


